Spiritual Retreat Planning

by Chris Pitter


This is a tool to help you prepare for a spiritual retreat at Sierra Christian Service Camp.  A modified version of this list was published in Group Magazine, April 2007 by our Director, Chris Pitter.  This has been modified to help you prepare for an excellent retreat at Camp!


1.  Brainstorm and Pray.  


2.  Check our Calendar.  Pick a couple possible dates from our web calendar.


3. Trip Name.  Do you want your trip to have a name?  A theme?  Or a specific group of people attending?


4.  Communicate with your supervisor.  


5.  Contact Sierra Christian Service Camp and record this information.


1. Dates:
2. Cost:


3. Deposit: 
4. Contact Person:
5. Arrival time:


6. Departure time


7. Directions:

6. Optional Pre-Trip Visit.  You may come and visit us if you like.

7. Set your goals for this trip.


1. Team:


2. God:


3. Individual:


8. Recruit Staff and other Leaders.


1.  Musicians:


2. 2 Cooks for 50 people.  3 Cooks for 100 people.  4 Cooks for 150 people:


3. Speakers:


4. Counselors or other leaders:


9. Create a trip budget.  Some good items to include are:


1.  Advertising supplies:


2.  Program materials:


3.  Optional pre-trip visit:


4.  Transportation:


5.  Gas:


6.  Teaching supplies:


7.  Food:


8.  Film and printing:


9.  Guest Speaker fees:


10.  Cooks fees:


11.  Sierra Christian Service Camp cost:


12.  Leaders and staff:


10. Trip Schedule: (See samples on our website)


11. Plan an Information Meeting or Training Session.


12. Create release forms for each person to sign.


13. Pass around a Sign-up Sheet.


14. Advertise.


1. Flyers:


2. Bulletin Announcements:


3. Video:


4. Other:


15. Have your Information Meeting or Training Sessions.


16. Have fundraisers to help offset the cost.


17. Arrange Transportation.


18. Plan your devotions or lessons.


19. Gather Supplies.


1. Menu:
    
2. Food:

3. Teaching:


4. Other Supplies:


20. Come to Camp!


21. Debrief Trip.


22. Balance Budget.

